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T HE heart of the magneto compass is the generating unit; its unique 
features of design contribute much to the reliability of this high- 
quality instrument. For example, in the generating unit, there are no 
universal joints; a damped pendulum system maintains proper re- 
lation with the earth’s magnetic field and provides exceptional 
stability. Furthermore, directional indications depend upon the posi- 
tion of pole pieces — not the position of the brushes. The weight of 
the generating unit complete with wind-driven impeller is less than 5 
lb. Accessories add about 6 lb. For complete information address your 
nearest G-E office or General Electric Company, Schenectady, N. Y. 
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All-Eastern States Air Races 

Held at Trenton, New Jersey 

American Legion Sponsors Affair on Oct. 18-19 
To Acquire Funds for Air Memorial at Lakehurst 


TRENTON (n. j.) — It was estimated 
that more than 40,000 persons were 
present when the All-Eastern States air 
races opened Saturday, Oct. 18, at 
Mercer Airport. Nearly 200 planes 
were on hand, although only a small part 
of that number took part in the races 
and acrobatics. 

The American Legion arranged the 
affair to raise money for the Cathedral 
of the Air, to rise at Lakehurst as a 
memorial to aviators. 

The outstanding competitive event of 
the opening day was the John A. 
Roebling National Guard Trophy race, 
while another feature were the exhibi- 
tions of Licuts. Gardner, Storr. and 
Trapnell, the Navy "high-hat" fliers. 
Another exhibition that interested spec- 
tators was given by Capt. James Ray 
in a Pitcairn autogiro, when he brought 
his plane to a standstill just over the 
field, only to have the wind blow it 
backwards. 

A scheduled program to be put on by 
lighter-than-air craft was cancelled be- 
cause of the high wind. 

In the spot-landing contest William 
Boyd, Jr., of Princeton, was first : 
Parker P. Reed of Haverford, Pa., sec- 
ond; and Arthur Davis of East Lansing, 
Mich., third. The winner brought his 
plane to a stop 6 ft. 4 in. from the mark. 
Twenty-eight planes competed in this 

In the commercial race open to planes 
with engine displacement up to 800 
cu.in., Art Davis took first prize: 
George Zinn, Jr., second; and Marjorie 
Doeg, the only woman entrant in the 
day's competitions, third. The winner s 


A race for planes of not more than 
510 cu.in. displacement was won by J. 
Wesley Smith. Tony Little was sec- 
ond and R. W. Mackey third. Smith's 


Hill, third, traveling at 99 m.p.h. 

Roger Don Rae was first, R. B. Tay- 
lor, second, and James Horning, third, 
in a parachute jump-to-a-mark contest. 

A fatal crash in mid-air in the closing 
event of the races occurred on Sunday, 
resulting in the death of Richard W. 
Mackey, Curtiss test pilot, of Valley 
Stream, L. I., and George Zinn, Jr., 
Rydal, Pa., when their planes collided 
during the free-for-all contest. Zinn 
and Mackey crashed as they rounded the 
first pylon. 

M. E. Grezmerg of Danbury, Conn., 
was first; Russell Shaw of New York 
City, second; and Morgan Hardy of . 
New Brunswick. N. J., third, in this 
event. The winner received $300 and 

Maj. Kellogg Sloan, commanding offi- 
cer of the Newark National Guard air 
unit, was flying operations manager of 


Two Named to National Board 

NEW YORK — At a meeting of the 
board of directors of National Aviation 
Corp., F. G. Coburn. President of The 
Aviation Corp., and Harris M. Hanshue, 
President of Western Air Express, 
were elected to the board. The resigna- 
tions of Col. Paul Henderson, Charles 
Lasvrance, and Thomas Dysart were ac- 
cepted. One vacancy on the board re- 


Cut Pioneer Instrument Prices 

NEW YORK — Pioneer Instrument Co. 
has made price cuts on aeronautical 
instruments averaging 20 per cent. 
Pioneer is a subsidiary of Bendix 
Aviation Corp. 


Alter ISew Jersey 
Seaplane Regulation 

TRENTON (n. j.)— Aero- 
nautical interests are now 
satisfied, it is understood, 
with the modified ruling, con- 
cerning operation of aircraft 
on the inland waters of New 
Jersey, which resulted from 
a hearing held here Oct. 20, 
before the State Board of 
Commerce and Navigation. 

The regulation now states 
that only Lake Hopatcong, 
involved in the first applica- 
tion for operation of a sea- 
plane thereon ( sec The 
Aviation News Sept. 20, p. 

craft, as it is declared to be 
too narrow and too filled with 
pleasure craft, but that this 
prohibition does not extend 
to other inland bodies of 
water and that applications 
for landing or taking-off from 
those sites will be considered 
separately. [A blanket de- 
cision, forbidding use of all 
N. J. state waterways to air- 
craft, had been handed down 
by the board at first. — Ed.j 

Among the official repre- 
sentatives of the aero in- 
dustry at the hearing were 
J. Stewart McDonald. Jr., 
general counsel for the Aero- 
nautical Chamber of Com- 
merce, and John J. Redfield, 
associated with the Curtiss- 
Wright general counsel. 


Dutch Aero Officials in New York 

NEW YORK — In this city now are 
D. J. de Vries, foreign department man- 
ager of K. L. M.. the Royal Dutch Air 
Lines, and W. F. M. Dollaert, man- 
ager of the Schipfel Airport, Amster- 
dam,, who will shortly leave here on an 
aeronautical mission for the Nether- 
lands government. Their trip will take 
them to Central and South America, 
where possibilities of establishing new 
airlines will be considered and the 
Dutch interests in that section studied. 


time over the 30-mi. course was 9 mm. 
51 sec. 

A series of parachute jumps closed 
the first day's events. 

With a crowd estimated at around 
30,000, despite the cold weather, the 
Sunday program opened with Lieut. 
John A. Carr, of the Newark National 
Guard unit, winning a landing-to-the- 
mark contest. Mrs. Betty (Huyler) 
Gillies of New York was second, and 
Parker P. Reed, third. 

S. M. Snyder of Kissimmee, Fla., was 
first in a commercial plane race, open 
to OX-5 engine planes only, over a 
25-mi. course, with an average speed of 
110 m.p.h. Roger Don Rae of E. Lan- 
sing, Mich., was second, registering 103 
m.p.h. ; and W. A. Newhouse of Rocky 
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Sportsmen Fliers 
In Meet at Pal-waukee 

CHICAGO — Pal-waukee Airport, ren- 
dezvous of a score of private plane 
owners in the Chicago metropolitan 
area, was the scene of a sportsmen 
pilots’ aviation meet Saturday, Oct. 18, 
Four events made up the program for 
the afternoon. These were a 45-mi. 
handicap race, a dead stick landing con- 
test. what was termed the “Atcherly 
Obstacle Race,” and a stunting contest. 

Four fliers entered the handicap event, 
which was a race from the Pal-waukee 
field to the Waukegan Airport and 
from there to the Jockey Club field near 
the Arlington race track and return. 
The pilots were instructed to touch the 
wheels of their craft on the ground at 
each of the fields. The planes were 
handicapped on a basis of their adver- 
tised top speeds. 

A. A. Cangara won the event, piloting 
a J6-7 Waco. Second place was won by 
Charles Swanson, who flew a Lycoming 
powered Stinson monoplane, while H. 
True Wilson brought his J-5 Straight- 
wing Waco in third. 

Wilson won the dead stick landing 
contest from a field of six when he 
brought his plane to a stop 39 ft. from 
the line marked across the field. Second 
place was taken by a pilot who refused 
to allow his name to be used. (He ex- 
plained that entering competition of any 
sert would void the insurance on his 
craft! — Ed.) He landed his Waco F 
45 ft. from the line. Milo Lovgren took 
third place, bringing Wilson’s Waco 
down 93 ft. from the mark. 


There were but two entries in the 
stunting contest. Lovgren, flying Wil- 
son’s plane for the second time, won this 
event. Swanson took second place. The 
entrants were required to perform two 
loops, two wingovers, and two rolls. 

The obstacle race concluded the pro- 
gram. In this event the pilot of each 
plane carried a woman passenger. The 
planes took off one at a time, circled the 
field, and landed at a designated spot 
where the pilot and his passenger were 
each given a bottle of ginger ale and five 
soda crackers to consume. They then 
boarded their plane, took off again, 
circled the field, and landed near the 
starting line. Lovgren piloted his plane 
to victory in this event in 4 min. and 
14 sec. Swanson came in second in 
5 min. and 31 sec., while “Anonymous” 
won third place, flying the race in 5 min. 
and 38 sec. There were four entries. 

Following the close of the race pro- 
gram, the amateur fliers were served a 
buffet supper in the combined club 
house-administration building at the air- 
port. After this a meeting was held for 
the purpose of organizing a sportsmen 
pilots’ association to sponsor competi- 
tion and cross-country flying among the 
private plane owners. Mr. Swanson 
was selected to act as chairman of the 
organization committee. The members 
of his committee are Fred Sonne, Fred 
Foote, M. C. Meigs, and Chester Foust. 


Navy Fliers' Insurance Cheaper 

WASHINGTON — The Navy Mutual 
Aid Association will reduce the cost 
of insurance to Navy fliers by more 
than $6 per month, according to a 
statement by Scc.-Treas., Rear Adm. 
T. J. Cowie. Continued reduction in 
fatal accidents during the last two 
years warranted the reduction, asserted 
the Admiral. The new rate, effective 
Jan. 1, 1931, is $1.72 monthly on a 
$7,400 policy, a decrease of $6.43. The 
1929 rate Was $8.27; that for 1930, 
$8.15. The new charges mean that men 
regularly detailed to aviation duty will 
receive protection at approximately 
$2.75 per year per $1,000. 


Air Regulation Offenses 
Continue to Rise for 1930 

WASHINGTON— A steady increase 
is noted in the quarterly reports on 
violations of the Air Commerce 
Regulations for 1930, with figures for 
the third quarter showing 278 offenses. 
In the first period, transgressions 
numbered 122 while the second quarter 
produced 177. 

For the violations occurring during 
July, August, and September, a total 
of $1,175 in fines was assessed, and 
collected from 85 persons. Penalties 
were remitted in 16 cases. There were 
handed out 27 reprimands, 80 Depart- 
ment of Commerce licenses were 
suspended, 10 revoked, and three denied. 
Evidence produced was responsible for 
dismissing 73 cases. 

Violations of the Air Commerce 
Regulations dealing with acrobatics and 
low flying led the list of specific offenses, 
points out Gilbert G. Budwig, Director 
of Air Regulation. There were 51 
violations of acrobatic provisions and 
73 in the low flying category. Other 
specific violations were: Unlicensed 

pilot flying licensed plane, 24; flying 
without navigation lights, 2; and fly- 
ing without identification numbers on 
planes, 4. Miscellaneous offenses 
numbered 124; twenty-four of the total 
number of cases are still pending. 


Dayton Firm in New Location 

DAYTON (ohio) — Globe Tool & 
Engineering Co., producer of the Day- 
ton aero four-in-line engine, has moved 
from its former location in the Huff- 
man Building on Gilbert Ave., Dayton, 
to 420 Davis St. This company is just 
completing orders for six engines to be 
installed by individuals in planes of 
their own design. 


Show at Texas Fair 

DALLAS (tex.)— T he 1930 Texas 
State Fair, Oct. 11-26, includes an air- 
craft exhibition under the charge of Ed- 
ward F. McIntyre. Planes, gliders, en- 
gines, and instruments are on display. 


Issue Figures 
On Planes, Pilots 

Branch Reports More Pilots 
And Mechanics; Fewer Planes 

WASHINGTON— While the number 
of federally licensed pilots and mechanics 
has risen in the past few months, a drop 
of 880 is recorded in the number of 
aircraft licensed or identified. 

On Sept. 30, Department of Com- 
merce licenses were held by 14,425 
pilots, 188 glider pilots, and 8,979 me- 
chanics. Planes licensed or identified 
totaled 8,893; gliders, 977. 

Figures on gliders and glider pilots 
were not contained in the Aeronautics 
Branch report which appeared in The 
Aviation News, Aug. 16, p. 10, show- 
ing there were then 13,041 pilots of all 
grades, 8,843 mechanics, and 9,773 

New York has displaced California 
as the state having the greatest number 
of licensed and identified aircraft, but 
the latter has retained first position in 
the number of pilots, mechanics, gliders, 
and glider pilots. 

The former state has a total of 1,119 
licensed and identified planes; the Pa- 
cific Coast state can lay claim to 1,082, 
but has 2,685 pilots of all grades, 1,663 
mechanics, 187 gliders, and 45 glider 
pilots against New York's 1,608 avia- 
tors, 879 mechanics, and 94 gliders, and 
5 glider pilots. 

Computations cover U. S. possessions 
and foreign points as well as this coun- 
try proper. 


To Open Licensing Base at Moline 

MOLINE (ill.) — In response to in- 
sistent demands for expediting the in- 
spection and licensing of aircraft in this 
section, the Department of Commerce 
proposes to start a new base at the Mo- 
line Airport. It will be in charge of 
J. A. McGlynn, the resident Department 
inspector at the Mono Aircraft factory, 
who will establish an office at the field 
here. The base will take in all territory 
within a radius of 200 mi., be opened 
November 1, and run for a month on an 
experimental basis. Of course if the 
plan works out satisfactorily, the base 
will be made a permanent one. Under 
this arrangement the licensing of me- 
chanics could also be taken care of by 
the resident inspector, together with the 
written tests for pilots, so that the flight 
tests only need be given, once a month, 
by the visiting Department examiner. 


“Vigilant” to Winter in Florida 

ST. PETERSBURG (fla.) — The 
Goodyear airship “Vigilant” will make 
this city its winter base. Capt. Charles 
Brannigan, pilot of the ship, will be sent 
to Friedrichshafen, Germany, for Zep- 
pelin construction training in prepara- 
tion for duty on one of the dirigibles 
being manufactured for the U. S. Navy. 
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Warner Seles Rights 
For China to Gale Firm 

DETROIT — Exclusive sales righis in 
China on Warner Scarab engines have 
been granted to The L. E. Ga'.e Co., 
Hankow, by Warner Aircraft Corp.. 
Detroit, according to Wallis C. Brown, 
vice-president in charge of sales. The 
initial two-year contract was made by 
L. E. Gale, president, and includes au- 
thorized service for Warner Scarab 
engines with repair and replacement 
parts and accessories. Mr. Gale, who 
has been in the United States for 
several months on company business 
and who stopped in Detroit en route to 
the Pacific coast, is now returning to 
China. 

The territory covered by the repre- 
sentation embraces the entire Republic 
of China, including Manchuria, Mon- 
golia, Hongkong, and other leased 
territories. With headquarters at Han- 
kow, The L. E. Gale Co. has branches 
at Moukden, Tientsin, Hongkong, and 
Shanghai, at all of which centers an 
adequate service stock of Warner 
Scarab engine parts will be carried. 

Having been in business in China 
for fifteen years. The L. E. Gale Co. 
has developed an efficient organization 
and is familiar with the most effective 
methods by which to merchandise in 
that country. Its varied activities in- 
clude exclusive representation of sev- 
eral large American concerns, including 
United Aircraft Exports. Inc., Glenn 
L. Martin Co.. Waco Aircraft Co., 
Detroit Aircraft Corp. and Dodge 
Brothers Motor Co., in addition to 
the recent contract with Warner Air- 
craft Corp. In the last two years, in 
which they have added aeronautical 
products to the line, more than 50 
airplanes have been sold in China, 
largely including Wacos for advanced 
training, Ryans for commercial and 
army transport, and Vought Corsairs 
for military use. 


While at the Waco company’s plant 
at Troy, Ohio. Mr. Gale took delivery 
of a Model “F” Waco airplane, powered 
with a Warner Scarab engine, which 
will be demonstrated to the flying 
schools in China for training. An air 
tour of important cities is to be made 
with the Warner-Waco, flown by a 
Chinese pilot, during which demonstra- 
tions will be made in the cities of 
Moukden. Tientsin, Canton, Hongkong, 
Hankow, Shanghai, and Nanking. Mr. 
Gale also placet! an order with the 
Waco company for six ships, equipped 
for use in military tactics, which he 
will deliver to the Chinese Government. 

It is felt certain that as soon as the 
revolutionary troubles now existing in 
China are settled, and the government 
can turn its attention to the develop- 
ment of aeronautics, that commercial 
aviation is bound to make great strides. 
According to Mr. Gale, airplane sales 
in China arc at present limitct) to the 
government for training of pilots and 
military use. There is no private fly- 
ing there inasmuch as the airplane is 


considered by the government as con- 
traband, and special permit must be 
secured for its importation and use. 
There are at present two flying schools 
in the Republic under government 
control, one at Canton and at 
Nanking, which are controlled by the 
Nanking government, and one at 
Moukden controlled by the Manchurian 
Government. The school at Canton is 
the larger and graduates about ,10 pilots 
every 6 months, these students being 
selected from the most promising of 
the better (or merchant) class boys 
who have graduated from what is 
equivalent to our high school. With 
sufficient training and good equipment, 
the Cantonese are said to make excel- 
lent pilots. There are about ten Chi- 
nese pilots most of whom are Cantonese, 
who received their flying training in 
the United States, now in responsible 
executive government positions, doing 
all they possibly can to promote military 
and civil aviation. 


Detroit Aircraft Corp. 
Announces Recent Sales 

DETROIT — For the ten-day period 
Oct. I-IO. Detroit Aircraft Corp. sold 
fifteen airplanes having a gross value 
of $104,050. Announcement is also 
made that export orders amounting to 
$50,000 liave been received in the past 
month. 

Sales included three Lockheeds. two 
Eastman amphibions, an Eastman Fly- 
ing Yacht, four Parks training planes, 
two Ryan cabin planes, a Ryan Speed- 
ster, and a Blackburn Bluebird. De- 
liveries of ten planes having a gross 
value of $81,000 for which orders had 
been placed previously, were made in 
the same period, it was reported by 
officials of the organization. 

“It is significant to note that new 
high sales records for ten day periods 
have been made by the Detroit Aircraft 
Corp. in each of the last four months 
successively, without any drastic price 
reductions, and through continuation of 
usual sales policies," Karl S. Betts, act- 
ing general sales manager, stated in 
making the announcement, 

"Few airplanes are bought by cor- 
porations. individuals and commercial 
operators when the business outlook for 
the future is bad, and so we believe that 
the sale of 45 airplanes that we have 
made in the last three months to such 
people, indicates that business is ex- 

months than the usual business indi- 
cators would show. We do not believe 
that price reductions result in greatly 
increased sales totals, and the Detroit 
Aircraft Corp. has consistently refused 
to enter the price cutting competition 
that has been current in the industry in 
recent months.” 

“Instead of the usual seasonal drop 
in production schedules during the win- 
ter months, the Detroit Aircraft Corp. 
plans call for larger production and a 
considerable increase in the payroll.” 
Betts asserted. 


Aero Carrier Contract 
Awarded Newport Firm 

WASHINGTON — The contract for 
building aircraft carrier No. 4 has been 
awarded to the Newport News Ship- 
building and Dry Dock Co., Newport 
News, Va., whose bid svas $15,560,000 
for hull and machinery, with a con- 
struction period of 40 mos. This was 
the lowest of the three bids received 
(see Tiif. Aviation News Sept. 13, 

Bids were opened Sept. 3 for the 
craft, the limit of cost for which, in- 
cluding armor and armament, was set at 
$19,000,000 by the authorization act. An 
arbitrary cost limit of $14,600,000 for 
hull and machinery was decided upon by 
the Navy Department, the remaining 
$4,400,000 to be used for armor and 

Recommendations for minor changes 
in design which would bring the Navy 
Department's estimates within the limit 
were presented to Secrctarv Adams bv 
Rear Adm. H. E. Yarnell, U.S.N., 
Chief of the Bureau of Engineering, 
and Read Adm. George R. Rock, Con- 
struction Corps, U.S.N., Chief of the 
Bureau of Construction and Repair. 
These recommendations were placed by 
Secretary Adams before the General 
Board for consideration. Upon com- 
pletion of the General Board's study, 
the recommendations were adopted and 
the contract awarded. 


High Speed Fords Sold 

DETROIT— Sales of 5-AT high speed 
Ford Transports to the Chilean Gov- 
ernment. the U. S. Navy, and the Phil- 
lips Petroleum Co., of Bartlesville, 
Okla.. arc announced by W. B. Mayo, 
head of the airplane division. Ford Mo- 
tor Co. The craft to be sent to Chile 
will be equipped for ambulance work, 
with an emergency operating table, a 
complete sterilizing unit, instruments, 
litters, etc. The Ford for the oil firm 
will be employed by executives in in- 
spection trips through the company’s 
territory in Oklahoma. Texas, Utah, 
Colorado, Wyoming, and Mexico. The 
plane is fitted with seven reclining 
chairs, a divan, folding berth, kitchen- 
ette, a radio, and - writing cabinet. It 
also carries a full equipment of canvas 
covers for the rug and for the seats for 
use when, in emergencies, the plane is 
used to rush drilling crews or trouble 
shooters to various oil fields or re- 


Chromium Cones on Irvins 

BUFFALO (n. y.) — C hromium plated 
cones rather than those of brass are 
now used on the Irvin parachutes manu- 
factured here by the Irving Air Chute 
Co. The new units present a hard, 
non-corroding surface. Ripcord pins 
fit through the eyes of these cones to 
hold the pack together, and when the 
ripcord is pulled the pins disengage, thus 
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Otates AtncRAFT Cori’.. Chicago 
“J Heights, I.I., is offering this craft— 
its first model — for the private owner 
and for student instruction. The ma- 
chine, a two-place, open cockpit, parasol 
monoplane using Kinner K-5 power, 
holds A.T.C. No. 349. 

Though all the instruments are 
placed in the rear cockpit, dual controls 
are provided. Consolidated instruments 
are used, standard equipment including 
altimeter, tachometer, oil pressure and 
temperature gauges, airspeed indicator. 


and fuel gauge. Fuel capacity is 24 
gal., with a 12-gal. tank installed in 
each wing section. The engine cowling 
is a mollification of the N.A.C.A. type. 
It differs in that the cylinder heads 
protrude, making it possible to effect 
minor repairs or adjustments without 
removing the cowl. Price of the plane : 
$3,645. 

Melvin M. Farmer heads the States 
Aircraft Corp. The factory is located 
at 1632 Wentworth Avenue, Chicago 
Heights, III. 


New Procedure 
To Aid Licensing 

Inspectors in the Field 
To Issue Plane Numbers 


WASHINGTON— New methods of 
procedure which are expected to facili- 
tate the issuance of identification and 
license numbers to aircraft and the han- 
dling of applications of Limited Com- 
mercial pilots for changes in bases, have 
been inaugurated by the Aeronautics 
Branch, Department of Commerce, 
states Clarence M. Young, Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for Aeronautics. 

“Under a policy recently made effec- 
tive. owners of new aircraft may obtain 
identification and license numbers from 
inspectors of the Aeronautics Branch in 
the field without applying directly to 
the Aeronautics Branch in Washing- 
ton.” 'Mr. Y'oung explained. “Each 
supervising inspector has been issued a 
block of numbers which will be assigned 
to new aircraft which have not previ- 
ously been issued Department of Com- 
merce numbers. 

“The Aeronautics Branch has also 
instituted a policy whereby Limited 
Commercial pi'ots may apply directly to 
an inspector for authorization to change 
their bases of operation. In the event 
that the circumstances warrant it, per- 
mission will be granted by the inspector 
which will obviate the necessity of ap- 
plying directly to the Aeronautic 
Branch. Limited Commercial pilots are 
allowed to carry passengers for hire 
only in the areas stipulated in their 
licenses, which makes it necessary that 
permission to operate elsewhere be re- 
ceived. Four changes a year are per- 
missible where conditions warrant them. 


Gravis Wins News Award 

CHICAGO — The Chicago Daily News 
monthly award of $100 “to the pilot 
performing the most meritorious cr 
heroic action in his routine employ- 
ment" goes this month to Lewis M. 
Gravis, N.A.T. mail flier. While flying 
toward Kansas City from Dallas, a con- 
necting rod in Gravis’ engine broke. 
Flames enveloped the [icwer plant, bet 
instead of taking to his chute. Gravis 
used his fire extinguisher, and brough' 
his plane and mail load safely to earth. 
Apprised of the situation, the Kansas 
City base sent another plane to Gravis 
and only one-half hour was lost on 


Inspection Base in Los Angeles 

LOS ANGELES — United Airport here 
has been selected as field office for the 
Aeronautics Branch supervising inspec- 
tor. in this district, who has jurisdiction 
over territory west of the Mississippi. 
The base will be in charge of Assistant 
Chief of Aeronautics, Capt. Walter 


Two U. S. Plane Firms 
Get Brazilian Contracts 

Apparently, this country’s aviation in- 
dustry is, in some measure, reaping the 
benefits of the revolution now holding 
forth in Brazil. At least two plane 
firms have received orders from the 


One of the contracts is for ten Cur- 
tiss-Wright Fledglings, equipped with 
Challenger engines, to be produced for 
Brazil by' the Curtiss Aeroplane & 
Motor Co. at an approximate cost of 
$100,000. Reports state these craft will 
be converted into fighting planes 
through the addition of bombing racks 
and machine guns in front and rear 

The Chance Vought Corp., a U. A. 
& T. subsidiary, is to furnish six Wasp- 
powered Corsairs, delivery on which is 
called for within 90 days. 

As a matter of fact, the War Depart- 
ment itself has received a request from 
the Brazilian government for airplane 
parts, in all probability armaments and 
accessories for the above purchases. 
Provided no objections are forthcoming 
from the State Department, the War 
Department will fill the order from sur- 

There is no embargo on shipment of 
aircraft, arms, or ammunition to Brazil 
under present conditions. It is stated 
on good authority at the State Depart- 
ment that none is likely, but certain 
limitations arc imposed by the War and 
Navy Departments. 

American manufacturers may ship 
either commercial planes or military 
planes to either established or de facto 


governments provided that the military 
planes have been in production for more 
than one year. This stipulation is 
intended to prevent the disclosure of 
military secrets. 

Surplus war material may be sold by 
the Army and Navy subject to the 
same limitation, but only to a recognized 
foreign government. This would pre- 
vent rebel forces from obtaining Army 
and Navy supplies direct from those De- 
partments, but any that are available on 
the open market may be shipped without 


E.I. of C, and R.A.S. Affiliated 

MONTREAL (que.) — Affiliation be- 
tween the Engineering Institute of 
Canada and the Royal Aeronautical 
Society is announced by J. A. Mc- 
Crary, a past president of the Institute 
and a member of the newly formed 
aeronautical branch. Individuals ac- 
tively associated with aeronautics may 
be elected affiliates of the Institute 
although possessed of no technical or 
professional status in the Institute. 


To Test Plane Chute at Wright 

DAYTON (ohio) — Experiments in 
lowering an entire airplane and its 
crew by parachute will be made at 
Wright Field shortly. Recent new 
progress in this endeavor is the basis 
of the coming tests. 


The Aviation New* 


Larger Personnel 
For Navy Air Force 

Will Transfer 500 Men 
To Thai Branch; Other Plans 


WASHINGTON— "I see no reason to 
believe that the Navy's five-year air- 
craft program will be disturbed by the 
recently announced reorganization of 
the fleet operating plan." Secretary of 
the Navy Charles Francis Adams 
stated to The Aviation News repre- 
sentative. . "As a matter of fact,” he 
continued, "Naval aeronautics will be 
benefited by the change." 

Under the new plan, five hundred and 
sixty men are to be transferred from 
other branches of the Navy to the aero- 
nautics force by July first, Adm. John 
Halligan, Jr.. Assistant Chief of Naval 
Operations, explained. The added force 
will be made up principally of mechanics 
necessary for the better maintenance of 
the air squadrons. With the augmented 
mechanical personnel and the extension 
of shop facilities every plane in the 
Navy will be given a yearly major 
overhaul. Most of the facilities will be 
added to those already established at 
Hampton Roads and San Diego. 


A saving of $2,700,000 will be made 
in the current appropriation of $32,000,- 
000 for naval aeronautics, it is expected, 
through economies to be exercised in 
three directions. The one of most in- 
terest to manufacturers is the lessened 
demand of the Navy for planes, attribut- 
able to the longevity of the present ma- 
chines and the reduced accident rate. 
The five-year program thus far has been 
approximately achieved in spite of the 
expenditure of sums less than the origi- 
nal authorizations. 

Reduced cost of planes has made pos- 
sible the procuring of replacements and 
new orders at a lower cost than at first 
contemplated, and the success of the 
Navy’s safety program has reduced the 
wastage from destroyed planes, both 
points contributing to the consummation 
of the program. 

The second change is a reduction in 
the allotment of spare planes to the 
battle fleet, Annapolis, and the Asiatic 
Station, and further reductions are pend- 
ing, which will Tesult in large mainte- 
nance and operating savings. 

The third point in the economy pro- 
gram. the curtailment of expenditures of 
shore stations, will show up principally 
in the reduction of overhauling expenses 
on planes, performed mostly on shore. 
The increase in the mechanical force of 
the Navy, necessitated by the yearly 
overhaul of all planes, is in lieu of a 
request to Congress for the hire of 
civilians for this work, and in further- 
ance of the safety policy of the Navy, 
which has shown its worth in the econ- 
omy of both men and materials. 

A reduction in flying hours was or- 
dered by the former Chief of Opera- 
tions, Admiral Hughes, on Sept 17, in 
the interests of economy. This reduc- 


tion stipulates a maximum consistent in 
carrying out approved operating sched- 
ules and without unduly sacrificing efli- 

The following categories were recom- 
mended as those least likely to be detri- 
mentally affected by a reduction in fly- 
ing hours: familiarization and practice 
flights, transport of personnel, except 
where daylight working hours will be 
saved; administration air trips (15,349 
hr. of administrative flight had already 
been accumulated for the fiscal year 
1930 on Sept. 17. a report states ) ; cross- 
country training flights. (Economy 
moves of a similar sort have also been 
made by the Army Air Corps.) 


The reorganization of the whole fleet 
is not expected to affect the purchase of 
aircraft, but will undoubtedly make the 
training and operation of the air arm 
more effective, Admiral Halligan de- 
clared. Added importance is given the 
position of commander of air forces 
afloat by consolidating the aircraft 
squadrons of the scouting fleet (At- 
lantic) and battle fleet (Pacific) under 
one command. Under the new plan, 
developed by Admiral Pratt, Chief of 
Naval Operations, there will be a com- 
mander of the Carrier Divisions, United 
States Fleet, who will be responsible for 
the training and general policy of both 
divisions and who will be in direct com- 
mand of Division Two. 

Admiral J. M. Reeves, whose testi- 
mony at the naval dirigible West Coast 
base hearings made a very favorable 
impression on the committee members, 
will be the first officer to fill the new 
position of Commander of the Carrier 
Divisions. Capt. F. J. Horne will com- 
mand Division One. 

Ships assigned to the Atlantic air 
force, comprising Division One, arc the 
plane carrier "Langley," and the 
"Wright," "Sandpiper," and “Teal" 
(aircraft tenders). Naval planes oper- 
ating in the Canal Zone will be attached 
to this carrier division. The "Langley" 
will not be shifted to the Atlantic force 
until after the fleet concentration at 
Panama, Feb. 12-March 24. Two plane 
guard destroyers, the "Jacob Jones" 
and the “J. Fred Talbott,” will be as- 
signed to the "Langley.” 


Both the "Saratoga" and the "Lex- 
ington” will be stationed on the West 
Coast and, with the tender "Gannet," 
will form Carrier Division Two. Four 
destroyers will be attached to the two 
Pacific Coast carriers, those to be as- 
signed to this duty being the "Broome,” 
the “Alden," the “Sicard,” and the 
"Pruitt.” Although the tender "Aroos- 
took” is to be decommissioned for re- 
commissioning. it will now be replaced 
by a ship of larger displacement, the 
"Argonne." The "Aroostook" has a 
displacement of 3,800 tons and a length 
of 395 ft. ; the “Argonne," a sister ship 
to the "Wright," displaces 11,100 tons 
and is 448 ft. long. 

An administration particularly sym- 
pathetic to the interests of the aero- 


nautics branch of the Navy seems to be 
assured in the appointment of Admiral 
William V. Pratt, to the office of Chief 
of Naval Operations, and Admiral John 
Halligan, to that of Assistant Chief. 

As a former president of the Naval 
War College. Admiral Pratt is in a 
better position than some other naval 
officers to appreciate the real significance 
and utility of the air arm. Admiral 
Halligan is a former commander of the 
carrier "Saratoga." Admiral Upham, 
Chief of the Bureau of Navigation, for- 
merly commanded the naval training 
station at Pensacola, and Admiral 
Yarnell, Chief of the Bureau of Engi- 
neering, once commanded the “Lexing- 

Naval aviation should have no lack of 
interested spokesmen in high places. 


Airline Employs New 
Cabin Ventilation System 

NEW YORK — Luke Harris, operations 
manager of the New York, Philadelphia 
& Washington line, tells of a new sys- 
tem of cabin ventilation now used on 
the system's "every hour on the hour" 

At the suggestion of C. Francis Jen- 
kins, of Washington, a forced aeriating 
device consisting of a wide-mouthed 
tube placed forward and beneath the 



nose engine and just behind the pro- 
peller, was installed on one of the line’s 
craft. The system proved successful 
and is now found on ail of the airplanes 

The air conduit extends to the 
"heater” in the cabin. In summer, the 
conduit by-passes the “stove" in the 
exhaust, but in winter the “stove" will 
encircle the conduit and warm the air. 


Report Douglas Sales Values 

NEW YORK — Douglas Aircraft Co. 
September sales totalled $204,899 as 
compared with $259,580 for that month 
last year. First ten months’ sales were 
set at $3,254,334 against $1,905,721 for 
that period in '29. Unfilled orders 
totalled $3,352,200 on Oct. 1, it was 
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Navy Orders Rolls-Royce Engines 

WASHINGTON — Three Rolls-Royce 
825 hp. Type H, water-cooled engines, 
of the design used by the British in 
winning the last Schneider Cup Race, 
have been ordered by the U. S. Navy 
for purposes of study and experimenta- 
tion. This incident may recall the fact 
that, following an American victory sev- 
eral years ago in the Schneider contest, 
the British rights to the Curtiss V-Type, 
12-cyl. engine, developing 400 hp., then 
used in the winning Curtiss Racer, 
were secured by the Fairey Company of 
England. 


Florida to Mark Highways 

JACKSONVILLE— The Florida State 
Highway Department has issued orders 
to all its engineers to establish highway 
markings for the benefit of pilots. The 
regular state highway paint crews will 
do the work. A block Gothic capital 
letter 10-30 ft high, depending on the 
width of the highway, in chrome yellow 
with a black outline, will be used. The 
sign will include the name of the city, 
an arrow pointing north with the letter 
N to identify it, and another arrow in 
the direction of the nearest field. 


Make Minor Changes 
In Design of the “Akron” 

WASHINGTON — Some minor 
changes have been made in the design 
of the "Akron,” being built by the 
Goodyear-Zeppelin Corp. at Akron, 
where it has appeared in actual con- 
struction that improvements might be 
made upon the original drafts. 

The plan of the fins has been modi- 
fied, a different layout in the electrical 
equipment has been designed, and im- 
proved methods of protecting materials 
from corrosion have been devised. Other 
materials from those originally specified 
will be employed for the gas cell con- 

10-yr. search for the best container 
material — a search which lias by no 

Plans have been made for a reloca- 
tion of the control car, moving it about 
10 ft. aft of its former designated posi- 
tion for purposes of better visibility. 
The structure of the ship has been 
modified slightly to adapt it to newly 
devised methods of handling, such as 
mobile mooring masts necessitate. It is 
contemplated to include the use of two 
such masts in the future, as they prove 
themselves practical in principle, one 
mast ^ to be located at each end of 

A condensing apparatus by which 
water for ballast can be drawn from 
the air while in flight is to be a part 
of the equipment of the "Akron" and 
is unique to an American dirigible. 

Reserve air space of between seven 
and eight per cent is allowed for the 
expansion of gas, a provision which 
materially increases the factor of safety. 


U. S. Airways Drops One Line 

DENVER — Effective October 15, 
United States Airways, Inc., dis- 
continued passenger service between 
Kansas City and St. Louis. United 
States Airways will continue to operate 
between Denver and Kansas City, and 
between Denver and Tulsa. Stops on 
the Denver-Kansas City line are at 
Goodland, Hays. Salina and Topeka. At 
Salina the line branches south to Ponca 
City and Tulsa. The line uses eight- 
place Flamingos. 


Still It’s Risky! 

— Better Get a Field 

OSYKA (miss.)— Few there 
are who have not dreamed, 
during financial trouble, of 
money falling from the sky to 
meet their need. But very 
few, certainly, have expected 
their dreams to step from the 
"realm of raining lemonade 
and snowing popcorn" into 

Nevertheless, when one 
Osyka bank had closed its 
doors the other day and an- 
other was threatened with a 
run, a call to the Interstate 
Bank in New Orleans brought 
results. An assistant cashier 
carrying money in canvas 
sacks took off from Menefee 
Field in a Wedell-Williams 
plane and sped here. 

The “falling from the sky" 
part? . . . Well, when the 
pilot arrived here he couldn’t 
find a place to land, so he 
flew low, attracted the atten- 
tion of the bank people, and 
dropped the cash over the 


Bowen Extends New Line 

FORT WORTH— Bowen Air Lines, 
which recently inaugurated daily pas- 
senger service between this city and 
Houston, on October 15 extended its 
operations to include Oklahoma City. 
Lockheed-Vegas are used on both 
of the lines. Oklahoma City planes 
leave Fort Worth daily at 11:10, ar- 
riving at Oklahoma City at 12:30. They 
leave Oklahoma City at 2 p.m., and 
arrive here at 3:20. The Houston run 


Mark Formal Opening 
Of Mid-South Company 

MEMPHIS (tekn.) — Dedication cer- 
emonies on Sunday, Oct. 19. marked 
the formal opening of the Mid-South 
Airways, Inc., specializing in school 
and flying service activities. The com- 
pany was organized by Capt. Vernon 
Omlie and his wife, Phoebe Fairgrave 
Omlie, both well-known fliers. Several 
years ago Captain Omlie was manager 
of a company by this same name, but 
the name only is retained, the assets of 
the old organization being sold to the 
Curtiss-Wright Flying Service of Mem- 
phis. Captain Omlie resigned Sept. 1 
from the Curtiss-Wright base here after 
serving for over a year as operat'ons 
manager. 

The firm is distributor of Aeronc-. 
Waco, Monocoupe, and Stinson plan-s. 
A plan has been inaugurated where') " 
free instruction is given with the pur- 
chase of each plane. 
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Cai-T. R.'U'll H. Wooten, Military 
Attache at Santiago, Chile, lias been 
recommended by the Acting Secretary 
of War to the Secretary of State to rep- 
resen. the War Department at the Pan 
American Aeronautical Conference and 
International Salon of Aeronautics 
which will be held at Montevideo, Uru- 
guay. in December of this year. 

Maj. E. H. Brainakd, as announced 
last week, has been named president of 
the Curtiss- 
Wright Flying 
Service to succeed 
C. S. •'Casey" 

holds the position 
of vice-president 

Wright Corp. in 
charge of public 
relations. The 
Aviation News 

through an error 

pearing in the 
last issue purporting to be that of Major 
Brainard was actually that of Karl E. 
Voelter, representing Curtiss-Wright 
Flying Service at Miami. Fla. We take 

Maj. Robert I-. Copsev, previously 
vice-president of Newark (N. J.) Air 
Service, Inc., has been made president 
to succeed the late Capt. John O. Don- 
aldson. 

Georoe Gardner, formerly assistant 
aviation editor of the New York Herald 
Tribune, has been placed in charge of 




W. P. Scruggs. Jr., formerly chief 
clerk to the general traffic manager of 
T.A.T.-Maddux, has been appointed 
superintendent of transportation of 


( C. W. H. Smith has been named as- 
sistant to the vice-president in charge 
of traffic of Transcontinental and West- 
ern Air, Inc. : J. W. Brennan is traffic 
manager of the Eastern region ; H. W. 
Beck, traffic manager of the Western 
region: and P. B. Sturgis, chief of 
transportation of the line. 

Neil C. Pratt has resigned as sales 
manager for the Curtiss-Wright Fly- 
ing Service at Boston. Mass. His duties 
will he taken over by Harry D. Cop- 
land, the base manager, assisted by 
Robert Hamilton, assistant sales man- 


P. G. Larner, formerly operations 
manager for S.A.F.E., has been ap- 
pointed Oklahoma City traffic manager 
by Western Air Service Corp. 

Charles De Voe, field manager for 
T . A. I. -Maddux at Indianapolis, has 
. been transferred to Port Columbus, 
Ohio, where he will supervise the com- 
pany's repair department base. C. A. 
Williams of Wichita will replace him 
at Indianapolis. 

Don R. Berlin has been appointed 
chief engineer for the Northrop Air- 
craft Corp., Burbank, Calif. John K. 
Northrop, vice-president and formerly 
chief engineer of the company, has 
dropped the duties of chief engineer in 
order to devote more of his time to the 
study and development of new designs. 


Thorough Examiruition Shows “Los Angeles ” 

To Be Good for 2-4 More Years of Service 


The Los Angeles is getting to be 
an old lady now, as airships go, but 
she still has life in her. From two 
to four years more operation is pos- 
sible through careful handling, even 
though she now has had a longer use- 
ful life than any other rigid airship. 
This encouraging report comes from 
the Navy Dept.’s Board of Inspection 
and Survey, after a thorough examina- 
tion of the ship by Navy officers and 
officials of the Goodyear Zeppelin Corp., 
the Luftschiffbau Zeppelin Company, the 
Bureau of Standards, and the Alumi- 
num Company of America. The Los 
Angeles is six years old. 

More than 110,000 air miles are 
recorded on the log of this ship as the 
result of 2,500 hr. spent underway. 

In view of her years the Board 
recommends frequent and exhaustive 
inspections, a maximum speed of 60 
knots, continued attention to material 
upkeep, care in avoiding overstraining 


the ship, and a little face lifting in the 
form of replacement of the German 
outer cover as sections show the need 
of renewal. 

The experimental nature of the ship 
has resulted in a number of departures 
from the original plans so far as con- 
cerns the interior arrangements, equip- 

In consequence, the dead weight of the 
ship is more than at the time of her 
delivery. Her useful load is less and 
her performance reduced owing to this 
factor and to the use of helium with 
its lessened lifting power. American 
practice has favored the use of helium 
over hydrogen regardless of its lower 
lifting capacity because of the factor of 
safety which it presents. 

Points which the Board stressed in 
its inspection of the ship were the 
integrity of the hull structure and 
power plant. I he approximate csti- 


based upon a continuance of the care- 
ful manner which has governed oper- 
ations in the past few years. 

The ultimate end of the Los Angeles 
will be worthy of her character as an 
experimental craft, if the recommenda- 
tions of the Board are carried out. 
That body suggests that “The most 
useful purpose which the airship can 
finally serve is to destroy her through 
tests designed to yield data on devices 
for mechanically handling, landing, and 
mooring airships." The Board makes 
no suggestions at this time as to the 
nature of such tests, but believes a real 
service to the art of airship design, 
construction and operation can be 
served through eventually conducting 
destruction tests. 

Completed in Sept.. 1924, the Los 
Angeles was completed by the Ger- 
man Government as part of the war 
reparations. Comdr. Garland Fulton 
inspected the ship, the 126th Zeppelin 
to be built, throughout its construction. 
The design and construction of the 
ship, whose capacity is 70,000 cu.m,, 
was subject to the approval of the 
Navy. Dr. Hugo Eckener and a Ger- 
man crew delivered the Los Angeles at 
Lskehurst cn Oct. 15. 1924. 


NEW FIRM* 


Aerial Explorations. Inc., Red 
Bank. N. J .^capitalization, $50,000 pro- 
vable stock: liv Anna \V. Shippee. 
George R. Johnson, Robert Shippee. 
Irving G. Hay, and Valentine Van 
Keusen ; to do aerial photography. 

Di-fort Flying Service, Inc., Ma- 
lone. N. Y.: capital, $20,000; by C'ar- 
encc E. Dufort, Arthur E. McClary. 
and Edith G. Fendrich; to engage in air 
transportation. 

Wachusett Airways, Inc.. Fitch- 
burg, Mass.; capital, $50,000; by Judson 
C. Richardson and S. Wesley Haynes, 
and G. Bancroft Hall. 


REPRESENTATIVES 


_Ahkunca — Tropical Airways, Inc., 
Jacksonville, 1-la.; for Georgia, Florida, 
and Alabama. 

American Eaglet — Edwin A. 
France. Flying Dutchman Airport. 
Somerton, Pa. : for eastern Pennsyl- 
vania, southern New Jersey, and Dela- 

Sikorsky — Wachusett Airways, Inc., 
Fitchburg, Mass., operating from the 
Leominster Field ; for Maine, New 
Hampshire. Vermont. Rhode Island, 
and Massachusetts. 

Hamilton Standard Propeller — 
Air Associates, Inc., Municipal Airport, 
Chicago; authorized Middle Western 
distributors and service station. 
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'1 lie Prince of Wales has been invited 
to attend the twenty-seventh anniversary 
celebration oi the first successful air- 
plane flight by the Wright brothers at 
Kitty Hawk. N. C„ on December 17. 
The inyitation was issued by the Kill 
Devil Hill Memorial Association through 
the Department of State. 

"Wood in Aircraft Construction" is 
the title of a book by George W. Traycr 
which has recently been issued by the 
National Lumber Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation. The work brings together for 
the first time in unit form the results of 
twenty-five years' research on this prob- 
lem in government and private labora- 
tories. Mr. Trayer, senior engineer at 
the government's forest products labora- 
tory at Madison, Wis., has been asso- 
ciated with most of the government's 
investigations on the subject during the 
past ten years. 

Rear Admiral Byrd will receive the 
Civic Forum Medal of Honor for Dis- 
tinguished Public Service at a cere- 
monial to be held at the Town Hall, 
New York City, on Oct. 31. The medal, 
designed by Paul Manship. was created 
in 1914 by the National Council of the 
Forum for presentation to George W. 
Goethals, and the award of it to Admiral 
Byrd will be the eighth in the interven- 

Plans for an Amelia Earhart Dis- 
tinguished Flying Trophy for competi- 
tion among women fliers are being 
formulated by a committee of women 
appointed by the New York Zonta 
Club and the Home Making Center of 
the New York Federation of Women’s 
Clubs. 

The Huffman Manufacturing Co. of 
Dayton, Ohio, makers of oil and gas 
carrying equipment for airplanes, has 
purchased the Holtson Manufacturing 
Co. of Baltimore. Md., who manufac- 
tured tank fittings, such as valves, fillers, 
and vent headers. The Holtson Com- 
pany's machinery and equipment is being 
installed in the Huffman plant at 
Dayton. 

Fred Neely, chief of the Information 
Section of the Aeronautics Branch, has 
returned from a field trip cf several 
weeks, during which he inspected air- 
ports, airlines, and explained the work 
of the Branch to local newspaper men. 

At a recent dinner meeting of the 
I .atin- American Club held in New York 
City for the benefit of the Santo 
Domingo hurricane sufferers, aviation 
interests were represented by A. L. Pat- 
terson, chairman of the organization’s 
aviation committee. 

Col. Paul Henderson, vice-president 
of National Air Transport. Inc., and 


Col. Harry H. Blee, Director of Aero 
nautic Development, Department of 
Commerce, were the principal speakers 
at the annual aviation luncheon of the 
Illinois Chamber of Commerce, held 
late last week at the Stevens Hotel. 
Chicago. Maj. Reed G. Landis, chair- 
man of the Chamber's aviation commit- 
iee. presided. Colonel Blee addressed 
the meeting on "Airports Now and in 
the Future," while Colonel Henderson 
spoke on “The ‘Go’ Sign in Air T rans- 
portation.” 

The Chicago division of the Aero- 
nautics Branch is now located in new 
offices in the Air Associates hangar at 
the Chicago Municipal Airport. 

A Newark (N. J.) flier was fined 
recently by the Department of Com- 
merce on a charge of stunting over the 
Newark Airport. 

A1 Wilson, movie stunt flier, landed 
at Los Angeles Airport recently after 
a transcontinental flight in his Curtiss 
pusher biplane of 1910 model type. 

The Memphis Aero Club and the 
local chapter of the National Aeronautic 
Association arc to be formally merged 
on Armistice Day at the Club's annual 
celebration in the afternoon. At this 
time new officers will be elected. 

Skyways, Inc., Boston, lias introduced 
a new scale of charges for solo flying 
by students. The rate starts with $25 
an hour for the use of a plane, with the 
price reduced $2.50 every five hours, 
until it reaches the minimum oi $17.50 
per hour. This schedule applies only 
when the time is taken consecutively. 


Meet Held at Concord (N. H.) 

CONCORD (n. ii.)— A Columbus Day 
air meet was staged at the Concord 
Airport, Monday, Oct. 13, with Frank 
Hawks in his Texaco 13 and "Miss 
America of the Air" as star guests. 
Robert Fogg and Horton Chandler, 
who have just completed another 
successful summer at Lake Winne- 
pesaukee, staged the event. 


Aero Supply House Issues List 

CLEVELAND (ohio)— Logan Avia- 
tion Co., aeronautical supply house. 716 
West Superior Ave.. this city, has 
issued a price list of its merchandise, 
which includes new and used planes, 
engines, parts and accessories, aircraft 
and glider materials. 


Sarnia (Ont.) Scene of Meet 

SARNIA (ont.)— T his city was the 
scene of a three-day air meet on Oct. 
10-12. Fliers from Quebec, other parts 
of Ontario, and several American points, 
were in attendance at the. affair,- to 
which the Canadian Observer newspaper 
lent its support. 


Don Brown Heads P & W ; 
Other Changes Announced 

HARTFORD (conn.)— Presidency of 
the Pratt & Whitney Aircraft Co., 
Wasp and Hornet building firm, now 
gees to Don L. Brown with the resig- 
nation of Frederick B. Rentschler from 
this position to 
become chairman 
of the board of 
directors. Don L. 

vice president of 
the company. The 

that Mr. Rent- 
schler may de- 
vote more of his 
time to the entire 
United Aircraft & 
Transport , group 
of which he is 

president. 

It has been further announced that 
George J. Mead, vice president in 

charge of engineering, will now head 
a newly-organized experimental and 

research division which is to function 
for the United group. He will work 
to coordinate the engineering endeavors 
and will be located at Hartford. Mead 
has also been named chairman of the 
executive committee of the Pratt' & 
Whitney Aircraft Co. 

Charles W. Deeds, now secretary and 
treasurer of both United Aircraft & 
Transport and Pratt & Whitney, be- 
comes vice president of the latter firm, 
retaining, nevertheless, his offices of 
secretary of both and of treasurer of 
United. J. W. McCarthy, United comp- 
troller. becomes treasurer of Pratt & 
Whitney. 

These changes were announced fol- 
lowing a meeting Monday. October 20. 
Growth of the concerns brought the 
changes, the announcement said. 


^ SCHOOL* ^ 


profit corporation, has opened a co- 
operative aeronautical university at 357 
North La Salle Street, Chicago, where 
it is planned to give day and evening 
instruction in all phases of aviation at 

Boeing School of Aeronautics, 
Oakland, Calif., recently graduated five 
master pilots and thirty-one master 
mechanics. Fall enrollment at til? 
school numbers 85 students from 
eighteen states. 

Aero Schools of Vancouver, B. C„ 
have taken over the Vancouver Glider 
Club from the Aero Club of British 
Columbia, under whose auspices it was 
formed. 

North Carolina State College, 
Raleigh, N. C., reports that enrollment 
in the aeronautical engineering course 
introduced last year has more than 
doubled this year. 







AHIIOXAITIIAI, FINANCE 




By R. R. DOANE 



'1 he Importance of Adequate Working; Capital 


T he devotion of all available capital 
to the building up of a sound sell- 
ing plan and selling organization, to 
the financing of sales, to establishing 
the credit of the company, and to the 
installation of essential mechanical and 
business improvements, has proven in 
the past the most profitable procedure 
on the part of industrial corporations. 

In order that this plan of attack be 
carried out successfully the major re- 
sources at the beginning have usually 
been kept in the form of working 
capital. Once the selling problem has 
been solved and the final form of prod- 
uct determined, the time then arrives 
for a consideration of additional larger 
fixed-capital commitments. 

Such procedure requires the same 
considered patience and integrity to 
facts on the part of the business man- 
agement as is demanded of the engineers 
who have labored scientifically over the 
development of a product that will the 
more effectively fulfill-the requirements 
of its function. 

The common cry that more capital is 
needed to make the business move ahead 
contains a large element of fallacy, 
which, under more cool-headed interpre- 
tation often discloses the real need to 
have been for a better use of the capital 
already available, and for a successful 
demonstration, on a smaller scale, that 
the enterprise can be made a profitable 
one. After that, it is comparatively 
easy to secure the needed additional 
new capital. Such procedure is always 
less apt to encounter set-backs and is 
certainly less productive of losses. 

During the merger-mad period of a 
year ago one of the greatly advertised 
advantages to be gained as a direct re- 
sult of such consolidation was that of 


the large savings to be realized in 
administrative, selling, and general ex- 
pense, plus the increased profit pos- 
sibilities of combination. To date it is 
found that not only have these expenses 
greatly increased but that the expected 
increase in profits have actually changed 
into deficits. Not only has this been 

dividual units of the consolidation, that 
had previously shown an unbroken rec- 
ord of excellent earnings, have had these 
earnings turned into large losses — and 
this in spite of the fact that their gross 
sales actually increased. Little wonder 
that many have become somewhat be- 
wildered over the results of such man- 
agement. 

The maniacal desire to force an enter- 
prise into the ranks of "big-business’’ 
before conservative and pains-taking 
tests have proven it justifiable may be 
likened, in some instances, as of more 
pathological than economic interest. 

I n the accompanying table (Working 
Capital Position) all of the ratios 
with the exception of Curtiss-Wright 
and Waco Aircraft have been computed 
upon the basis of the Dec. 31, 1929 re- 
ports. The percentage division of the 
main items appearing in current assets 
supplies some idea as to the condition 
of the companies circulating capital at 
the beginning of the year. The changes 
brought about after the first six months 
operation can be noted in Curtiss- 
Wright and Waco. Both current 
assets and net working capital have been 
given in order to avoid confusion as 
to definition of working capital, although 
the net working capital position is now- 
more generally employed. 

It will lie noted that the air transport 




PerCcnt of 

Per Cent Percentage Division Current Assets ■ Ate# Working 



Waco Air, rail 


Present Working Capital Position 





companies have a uniformly larger in- 
vestment in fixed capital in proportion 
to their total capital investment than 
have the manufacturing corporations. 

There is growing evidence of the 
need for reorganization of several air- 
craft companies as a means of re- 
habilitating their financial position. This 
is apt to become more accute as we 
approach the increasing demands of 
1931. A company may show a great 
excess of assets over liabilities. I*ut if 

is nevertheless insolvent. 


W.A.E. Dividend 

Western Air Express, Inc., has de- 
clared the regular quarterly dividend 
of 15 cents, payable November 1 to 
stock of record October 20. This is on 
the basis of 60 cents annually, or 6 c ,i 
on the 134,000 shares of common stock 
of $10 par value, which became the 
corporation’s dividend policy inaugu- 
rated in May. 1929. 


Wwitcrn Air Express 


North American Aviation 

The New York Stock Exchange has 
admitted to the list North American 
Aviation. Inc., permanent certificates 
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Statistical Summary 

Week Ended 


Market averages (N. Y. Tir 




26, 064, 611 33,630.890 

$35,295,000 $48, 798,000 





Aviation, and T.A.T. chosen for the full term of three years. 


Martin Firm Conducts 
Plane Rail Freight Tests 

BALTIMORE — A unique experiment 
to determine what precautions are 
necessary in boxing an airplane to be 
loaded aboard a freight car has been 
carried on by the Glenn I.. Martin Co. 
during the last two weeks. 

With the co-operation of the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad, a fully boxed flying 
boat was fastened onto a box car. and 
a locomotive backed up against it. The 
initial impact was made lightly, at 2 
m.p.h., and was gradually increased to 
8 m.p.h. which, according to railroad 
officials, is a much greater blow than 
any freight car would receive in normal 
service. As a result of these experi- 
ments, it was found that only a strap 
fastening the crate to the floor had 
parted, while one of the cross beams 
of the box car gave way. 

In addition to this test, a constant 
check will be kept on each shipment by 
means of a specially designed instru- 
ment to be placed on each car. Every 
shock during transit will be auto- 
matically recorded on paper, together 
with the exact time. 

Nine twin-engined patrol-type flying 
boats are shortly to be delivered to the 
Navy Department at San Diego by rail. 


Directors Approve Plan 
To Move Aero Supply Corp. 

CORRY (pa.) — Removal of the Col- 
lege Point. N. Y., plant and offices 
of the Aero Supply Corp., to this 
city, where they will be consolidated 
with the Standard Automatic Products 
Co., a subsidiary of the former concern, 
has been approved by the board of 
directors. Frank N. Ames, local capital- 
ist, has been elected chairman of the 
board of the parent organization and 
George 1. Stich continues as president. 

Both concerns manufacture material 
and equipment for the aviation industry. 
The Standard Automatic Products Co. 
has two plant units in this city, only one 
of which is in operation, however. Plans 
provide for occupancy of the Standard 
No. 2 plant in West Main St. here, by 
the College Point firm. 

More than $700,000 worth of machin- 
ery and equipment will be brought from 
College Point to Corry. Consolidation 
of manufacturing activities is destined to 
bring about further operating economics. 
Leonard T. McElroy, superintendent of 
the local plant, has been named general 
superintendent and will be in charge of 
production for both organizations. 


Army Taking Many Deliveries 

WASHINGTON— Army Air Corps is 
taking delivery on 250 planes from West 
Coast factories. Two hundred are from 
the Douglas plant at Santa Monica. 
Calif., and 50 are Boeings. The ma- 
chines will be ferried to various Army 
fields during the next few months. 



The Aviation News 


AIRCIIAFT IN S 


ST. LOUIS — A Bellanca Wasp-pow- 
ered skyrocket has been added to the 
Shell Petroleum Corp. fleet. The com- 
pany’s other planes are a Lockheed 
Vega and a Travel Air low-wing “S." 
The firm’s tri-engined Fokker was lost 
in the million-dollar fire that consumed 
the Chicago Municipal Airport hangars. 

Evanston (ill.) — The botany de- 
partment at Northwestern University 
uses airplanes for field trips in the study 
of marsh growths heretofore practically 
inaccessible to observation by students 
in their native environment. 

Cleveland (okla.) — Murray Too! and 
Supply Co. states it has saved thou- 
sands of dollars through the use of air- 
planes in quickly reaching new oil fields. 

Dennison (ia.) — Ralph Weberg, farmer 
and stockman, finds his plane very 
useful to his business interests. He 
travels frequently from Dennison to 
Chicago where he disposes of his prime 
beef cattle. 

Milwaukee (wis.) — Pittsburgh Plate 
Glass Co. recently rushed ten plane 
loads of paint, or some six tons of the 
product, from this city to Grand Rapids. 
Mich., where it was consigned to a 
furniture firm. 

Gloucester (mass.) — The United States 
Coast Guard plans to use ampbibion 
planes equipped with aerial cameras 
against the rum runners. It is stated 
that these planes will bring information 
of the location of the smuggling ships 
beyond the 12-mi. limit and when pos- 
sible take pictures of loading operations 
for supplementary evidence. 

boston (mass.) — In connection with 
preliminary engineering work on the 
new Canton-Wcllesley state highway, 
airplanes will be employed for initial 
survey work. The photographs obtained 
will materially reduce the amount of 
field work required. 

Newark (n. j.) — Promising use of 
the airline for commuting is found in 
the case of E. F. Kraulter and August 
Romelspachcr. These men commute 
each day from Newark to Camden on 
the New York, Philadelphia & Wash- 
ington line which runs planes “every 
hour on the hour." 

council bluffs (tA.) — R. D. Savage, 
president of the Georgie Porgie Cereal 
Co., here, has completed a week's 
air tour of the Middle West, using a 
Council Bluffs Airways plane. The trip 
was in the interests of his business. 

Hawaii — By casting seeds from an 
airplane in flight, a forest has been 
planted here, according to a statement 
by the Department of Agriculture. A 



large eroded area was sown from an 
army plane, some 1,689 lb. of seeds 
being dropped. 

HOLDREGE (neb.) — Dr. Frank A. 
Brewster, a physician of this city, has 
for several years been using a plane to 
make his out-of-town calls. He finds a 
plane invaluable for this work because 
it enables him to cover more territory 
in quicker time, even though he reports 
that the cost of operation has proved 
somewhat higher than that of an auto- 
mobile. 

Denver (colo.) — Through the char- 
tering of a Western Air Express plane, 
a Denver theater recently was able to 
offer its preview of the coming week’s 
film on schedule. An unavoidable delay 
at Cheyenne, Wyo., threatened to cause 
postponement of the showing, but turn- 
ing to air transportation, the theater 
officials were saved this embarrassment. 
san jose (costa rica) — Upon the 
request of the Costa Rican Government, 
two Army planes from France Field, 
Panama Canal Zone, made an aerial 
photograph survey of three proposed 
highway routes in this country. 

nome (Alaska) — Henry O’Malley, 
Commissioner of the Bureau of Fish- 
eries, reports that planes have been ex- 
tremely useful in patrolling the salmon 
fishing grounds for the detection of 
violations of the fishery laws and regu- 
lations. A warden recently covered 
more than a thousand miles of fishing 
grounds in a single day, making various 
landings for inspections. 
new York — In behalf of Charles H. 
Tuttle, Republican nominee for Gov- 
ernor, F. Trubee Davison, Asst. Secre- 
tary of War for Aeronautics, and Rus- 
sell G. Dunmore, Republican leader of 
the Assembly, are on a tour of New 
York State in a Wasp-powered Sikor- 
sky S-38. Capt. Ira C. Eaker is pilot- 
ing the craft. 


Offer Photos of C-W Planes 

NEW YORK — The Curtiss - Wright 
Corp. public relations bureau is offer- 
ing photo reproductions of Curtiss- 
Wright planes in sets of twenty to 
model builders, and others interested. 
The sets sell for 25 cents. Planes de- 
picted are: Hawk, Falcon, Army 

Condor, Commercial Condor, Keystone 
Bomber, Keystone Trainer, Tanager. 
DH Gipsy Moth, Curtiss XF8C-4. 
Challenger Robin, OX Robin, Travel 
Air low-wing "S," Kingbird, Keystone 
Commuter, Travel Air biplane, Travel 
Air cabin monoplane. Fledgling, Cur- 
tiss-Bleecker Helicopter. Curtiss Car- 
rier Pigeon II. and Keystone Air 


Glider Flights Feature 
Air Meet at LeRoy (N. Y.) 

LEROY (n. y.) — Though unable to 
provide hilly terrain in this locality, a 
successful air meet, featuring glider 
flights, was held at the airport here re- 
cently at the anniversary celebration of 
the D. W. Flying Service. The engine- 
less flights were necessarily of short 
duration, however. It is said 25,000 
people gathered for the occasion. 

Wolf Hirth, the well known German 
glider pilot; A. P. Hartman of Ypsilanti, 
Mich. ; Wallace Franklin of Ann Arbor, 
Mich.; and Warren E. Eaton of Nor- 
wich, N. Y., were the outstanding glider 
figures at the affair and won all the 
prize money, totaling $1,200. 

In the duration contest for soaring 
gliders, Wolf Hirth in a Kegel Soarer. 
won the event with a glide of 24 sec., 
in his soaring craft; Eaton was second 
in a Baker-McMillan secondary glider, 
and Franklin was third in a Franklin 
utility glider. 

Hirth also captured first place in the 
secondary glider duration event, rising 
to over 500 ft. in his craft and remain- 
ing aloft for 1 min. 41 sec. Eaton was 
second in a Baker-McMillan. 

In the landing-to-the-mark event, 
Franklin won, landing within 1 ft 4 in. 
of the flag. 

All the gliders were launched by* the 
auto towing method. 


PLANE DEVELOPMENTS 


Curtiss. A new pursuit plane, built by 
the Curtiss company, was recently 
tested at Mitchcl Field. This machine 
is powered with a Wright Cyclone en- 
gine of 575 hp. and is highly stream- 
lined. Unofficial reports indicated a 
high speed of 186 m.p.h. during the 


Kellelt. Kellett Aircraft Co. is de- 
veloping an autogiro, a modification ol 
the type manufactured in this country 
by the Pitcairn-Cierva Autogiro Co. 
The first model will be a one-place ma- 
chine, employing the 140 hp. Jacobs 
engine. Welded strips of stainless steel 
are employed in the fuselage con- 


Robertson. Engineers of the Curtiss- 
Robertson Co., St. Louis, are experi- 
menting with a light two-placc plane 
which may be introduced next year. 
The plane will sell for approximatelv 
$1,000. 


Announce Arrow Business 

LINCOLN (neb.) — While slightly 
above August, production and sales of 
the Arrow Aircraft & Motors Corp. for 
September fell off about 50 per cent 
from July's marks, when eight Arrow 
Sports were among the sales. Officials 
state sale prospects in the middle west 
are holding up unusually well for this 
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Newark Income Plan 
Working Out Satisfactorily 

NEWARK — The municipal airport 
here nets the city more than $50,000 
annually, according to City Clerk Peter 
J. O'Toole, Jr. The city’s revenue from 
the port has increased some $13,000 in 
the past year, and is expected to exceed 
$75,000 for the next year. 

The city receives $0.01 a pound for 
each pound of mail or express carried 
up to 1,500 lb. and $0,005 for each pound 
thereafter. This rate was decided upon 
when the port started operations 2 yr. 
ago, at a time when a flat rate, which 
companies would have agreed upon, 
would have brought in more revenue. 
The present system is justified, however, 
as the returns on a percentage basis are 
now greater than they would be from a 
flat rate, as between two and three tons 
of mail are carried daily. 

Gasoline sold at the port is taxed at 
the rate of $0.02 a gallon, which is paid 
the city by the selling company. This 
plan may be modified in time for large 
users of gas. The city also receives 
$0.05 to $0.08 a quart on all oil sold at 
the port, the tax depending on the retail 
price of the oil. 

One of the largest sources of income 
from the airport is the revenue from 
passengers. Under the present arrange- 
ments the passenger companies pay the 
city $0.25 for each passenger arriving 
at or departing from the Newark port 
on its line. More than 7,200 passengers 
were ^carried in September, a local 

Each company occupying space at the 
airport pays the city a flat ground rental 
of $3,000 yearly per acre for the land 
occupied. As this rate is based upon 10 
per cent of the value of the land, the 
swamp land, some of which was pur- 
chased at $80 an acre, is now considered 
to be $30,000 per acre. 

All companies deriving income from 
chartered planes, student instruction or 
sightseeing hops pay the city 10 per cent 

Only companies with an investment in 
the airport or an agreement of some 
nature with the city are permitted to 
operate at the port, thus protecting es- 
tablished companies against competition 
from financially unstable barnstorming 
operators. 


Mamer Carries 2,800 

SPOKANE— More than 2,800 people 
have used the passenger service of 
Mamer Air Transport over the northern 
route between Seattle and the Twin- 
Cities during the last 5 mo., according 
to Newton Wakefield, general manager. 
A 100 per cent efficiency record was 
maintained by the company between 
Spokane and Wenatchee, and on the 
Spokane-St. Paul route, planes were 
only off schedule five times during Sep- 
tember, and but a few days delay were 
experienced on the line Spokane to 


Port Drainage Study Progressing 

WASHINGTON— Despite theformida- 
ble character of its questionnaire with 
78 items, a high percentage of returns 
have reached Washington for the air- 
port drainage and surfacing study be- 
ing conducted jointly by the Aeronautics 
Branch of the Department of Commerce, 
the American Roadbuildcrs’ Association 
and American Engineering Council. 
Committees have been up at more than 
100 airports to furnish the exhaustive 
basic information which was thought 
necessary for a thorough study. Enough 
returns have been received to permit the 
work of analyzing and classifying them 
to begin November 1. 


Los Angeles City 
Port Reported Busy 

LOS ANGELES — A report recently 
issued by Los Angeles (Municipal) Air- 
port indicates that flying activity there 
is maintaining a high level. During 
June, July, August and September there 
were a total number of 6,000 landings 
or more each month, with the high point 
reached in August with approximately 

8.000 landings. 

Recent improvements on the field in- 
clude the complete reconditioning of the 
drainage system, and the provision of 
adequate drainage for the two large 
hangars recently completed. Additional 
parking space for planes “on the line” 
has been improved over an area of 

75.000 sq.ft., and additional runway sur- 
facing has been done to the extent of 
300 x 2,200 ft. 

One of the new Department of Com- 
merce airplane testing stations was 
opened Oct. 1, in charge of L. J. Holou- 
beck, of the Engineering Division of the 
Aeronautics Branch. Lt. Walter B. 
Crawford, of the Aero Brokerage Serv- 
ice Co., reports the sale of eleven used 
airplanes, four parachutes, and one en- 
gine during September. Bill Hampton, 
of the Hampton Flying Service, which 
bases at Los Angeles Airport, reports 
the establishment of branches at Delano 
and Fillmore, Calif., and Yuma, Ariz. 
The Associated Oil Co. has just signed a 
contract for installing a pit fuel service 
on the field, and R, W. Simpson, Avian 
distributor for Southern California, has 
moved his business headquarters here. 


T.A.C. Reports Traffic, Earnings 

DETROIT — The Thompson Aeronauti- 
cal Corp. amphibions carried 972 pas- 
sengers between Cleveland and Detroit 
during September. This is an increase 
of thirteen passengers over the number 
carried in August and is an increase of 
499 over the number of passengers for 
September last year. The company 
carried on the same line 1.011 lb. of ex- 
press and 271 lb. 4 oz. of mail. It an- 
nounced recently that earnings for 
August, after taxes and depreciation, 
totaled $9,552.20. 


50 Airline Letters 
Of Authority Out 

Certificates to Be Granted 
Following Full Inspections 
WASHINGTON— Pending action on 
their applications for Certificates of 
Authority, about 50 interstate airlines 
are operating under the temporary Let- 
ters of Authority granted by the Aero- 
nautics Branch, it lias been announced. 
The official comment follows, in part: 

A total of 60 applications have been 
received since the regulations requiring 
that application for Certificates of 
Authority be made, became effective 
August 15. 

In accordance with a supplement to 
the Air Commerce Regulations which 
became effective August 15, operators 
of scheduled interstate passenger air 
transport lines are required to obtain a 
Certificate of Authority to operate 
such a service from the Secretary of 
Commerce. 

Scon after this application is re- 
ceived a temporary Letter of Author- 
ity to operate may be issued, if the line 
is sufficiently equipped, until a final 
inspection is made and action taken on 
its application for a Certificate of 
Authority. This certificate will be 
issued only to those operators who 
effect complete compliance with the 
regulations and the interpretations 
thereunder. 

Regulations requiring that a Cer- 
tificate of Authority be obtained were 
promulgated for the purpose of sur- 
rounding airlines engaged in the sched- 
uled transportation of passengers in 
interstate commerce with virtually the 
same uniformity of operation enjoyed 
by the major railroads and steamship 
services. The regulations constitute a 
standard code of minimum requirements 
governing the operation of scheduled 
interstate passenger air routes and are 
expected to bring about unprecedented 
records of safety and reliability. 


Consolidated Line Plans Extension 

SACRAMENTO — Consolidated Air 
Lines, of this city, is considering start- 
ing passenger service between Fresno, 
Bakersfield and San Francisco, to suc- 
ceed the T.A.T.-Maddux Lines, which 
discontinued its service to these points 
October 15. Discontinuance of the 
T.A.T.-Maddux service to Fresno and 
Bakersfield was made necessary with 
the merger of the T.A.T.-Maddux line 
and Western Air Express, which oper- 
ates between Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco on the Coast route. According to 
present plans the new service will start 
about Nov. 1. The Consolidated Air 
Lines recently inaugurated a shuttle 
service between Sacramento, Marysville 
and Oakland. The San Francisco Bay 
Airdrome in Alameda is the operating 
base for this company in the East Bay 
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A1IIPOIIT CONSTRUCTION 



New Ports, Enlargements 


The municipal airport at Hattiesburg, 
Miss., has been completed at a cost of 
abmn $50,000. The 328-acre field. 

is lighted and has a 12-plane hangar. 

English Field. Amarillo, Tex., has 
been completed and dedicated. The sur- 
face of the 720-acre field is hard smooth 
prairie sod. The pert has a 100xl20-ft, 
hangar, a three story administration 
building, and complete lighting equtp- 


The airport now under construction 
at Dyersburg. Tcnn., is reported prac- 
tically ready for opening. The field has 
an oval runway which has been graveled, 
and direction markers have been placed 
on a warehouse* on the property. 

Robert Mueller Airport at Austin. 
Tex., has been formallv opened. 1 he 
field, located about four miles from the 
center of the city, comprises more than 
340 acres, 165 of which are now avail- 
able for landing purposes. Lighting has 
been installed and a hangar is to be 


The aviation committee of the San 
Bernardino (Calif.) Chamber of Com- 
merce has obtained an option on a 171- 
acre tract between Colton and San 
Bernardino, as the first step in a move 
to obtain a Tri-Cities airport which 
will serve Redlands and the aforemen- 

A topographical survey preparatory 
to laying out the field is being made of 
the 640-acre site near Oklahoma City, 
Okla., which is to be developed as a 
municipal airport. 

In connection with the Alameda 
(Calif.) Airport, the Curtiss-Wright in- 
terests, who operate the field, have 
opened a yacht harbor which was built 
at a cost of $180,000. Seaplane repair 
shops and other facilities are planned. 
The harbor is 2,000 ft. long and 600 ft. 


The municipal airport at Orangeburg, 
S. G, lias been leveled, and two run- 
ways, each about 1.700 ft. long, have 
been provided. 

Construction is in progress on the 
municipal airport site at Laurel, Miss., 
for the improvement of which a $50,000 
bond issued was voted. The landing 
area is being graded and a highway 
leading to the field is being built. 

City officials of Spokane, Wash., have 
arranged for the investment of $100,- 
000 of private capital in improvements 
at the local airport. The city has de- 
cided to buy power grading machinery 
and other equipment and to start the 
laying of pavement. An additional 
$60,000 is expected to he available for 
improvements ill 1931. 

Buildings 


Members of the Burlington County 
Aero Club of Moorestown. N. J., are 
planning the erection of a new 60x70-ft. 
hangar, to be built of fireproof material 
at a cost of about $3,500. 

Bids are being advertised for the con- 
struction of an airport terminal building 
at Akron. Ohio. About $70,000 is to 
spent on the building which will house 
the L'. S. customs office, weather bureau, 
post office, and a control room, waiting 
room, restaurant, and roof garden. 

The new Boeing hangar at the Omaha 
(Neb.) Municipal Airport, now under 
construction at a cost of about $70,000, 
is expected to" be completed by Nov. 10. 
Three of the four new runways at the 
field are practically finished. 

Fairfax Airports, Inc., of Kansas 
City, Mo., is reported to be temporarily 
postponing the construction of the 40x 
115-ft. terminal building at Rosencrans 
Field, St. Joseph, Mo., for which it 
recently awarded the contract. 


Improvements 


Airways Division of the Department 
of Commerce will soon begin a program 
of improvements at the landing field at 
Batavia, N. Y. Adjacent telephone and 
telegraph wires will be placed in under- 
ground conduits, and border lights and 
a new wind cone will be installed. 


Lunken Airport, Cincinnati (Ohio) 
municipal field, has been seeded with a 
special mixture of weed and grass seed 
which is expected to produce a hardy 
turf which will withstand the action of 
plane wheels and tail skids. 


Eastern Air Transport’s passenger 
and air mail depot at Candler Field, At- 
lanta, Ga„ is being enlarged by the 
addition of approximately 10,000 ft. of 
floor space. The new portion of the 
building is scheduled for occupancy 
about Nov. 15. 


gerald (§a.) Airport. 


Fitz- 


The hangar at the Clarksville (Tenn.) 
Airport is being enlarged to provide 
space for an operations office, a waiting 
room, rest room, and cafeteria. 


The new hangar now under construc- 
tion at United Airport. Burbank, Calif., 


I.A.T.A. Recommends 
Air Transport Changes 

ANTWERP (Belgium) — The 24th 
session of the International Air Traffic 
Association met here September 8-10 
and adopted a number of important 
resolutions. Among other things, it 
was decided to urge all member com- 
panies to give serious attention to the 
matter of instituting and exploiting 
air mail services, particularly night air 
mail. Simplification of the air trans- 
port tickets and other papers also was 
recommended. 

Co-operation between railroads and 
airlines especially in the matter of 
forwarding freight is to be sought. 
New insurance arrangements, involving 
less red tape are to recommended, also. 
A committee of four was appointed to 
study changes to be suggested in the 
international radio agreements. 


is to be ready for occupancy by about 
Nov. 1. It is the first of a unit of three 
to be erected shortly. Provision has 
been made for the erection of a two- 
story office building of brick and steel 
construction adjacent to the new hangar. 

The Butte (Mont.) Aircraft Co. is 
planning the construction of a 50x50-ft. 
hangar at the municipal airport. 

The City and County of San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., have let the contract for 
additions to hangars at Mills Field at a 
cost of about $19,000. 

Equipment 


Floodlight projectors at the Newark 
(N. J.) Airport are to be relocated at 
a cost of $19,939. as a result of the 
abandonment of the temporary runway 
in front of the municipal hangar and the 
opening of the permanent cross runway 
in front of the Eastern Aeronautical 
Corp. hangar. 


Bowman Field, the Louisville (Ky.) 
municipal airport, will be equipped with 
modern fire-fighting facilities, if City 
Controller Hall’s recommendations to 
the Mayor are accepted. He urges that 
a fire truck be obtained and necessary 
water connections be installed. 

Lighting facilities have been assured 
for the Orlando (Fla.) Municipal Air- 
port as the result of a campaign by the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. Work 
will be started immediately. 

A fund of $10,500 is being raised for 
equipment needed at the Alexandria 
(La.) Airport. 


New equipment at United Airport. 
Burbank, Calif., includes a combination 
scarifier-grader, power mowing machine, 
and delivery rake. The use of this 
equipment with a tractor makes it pos- 
sible to keep the 130 acres of alfalfa 
turf landing area ill excellent condition 
with a minimum of effort, as well as 
providing a revenue from the sale of 
alfalfa. 
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Test Deviometer 
In Actual Service 

Device to Supplement 
Visual Radio Range Beacon 

WASHINGTON— Actual service tests 
are now being carried out on a 
"deviometer”. a new device developed 
by the Aeronautics Branch to sup- 
plement the visual radio range beacon. 
It makes available to the pilot the ad- 
vantages of the beacon even though he 
may not be exactly on the established 
beacon course, thus making the beacon 
itself much more effective in general 
use. The statement from the Branch re- 
garding this deviometer is as follows, in 


To use the deviometer the pilot need 
only set his instrument for the course 
desired, provided this course is not more 
than 15 deg. frpm the regular beacon 
course on either side, and then fly as if 
he were following the beam in the 
normal fashion. 


Using this equipment with the devi- 
ometer a pilot desiring to fly over a route 
between two airports, one of which has 
a radio range beacon but the other lying, 
say, 10 deg. to the left of the radio- 
served airway, would adjust the devi- 
ometcr so that equal reed deflections are 
obtained along a line 10 deg. to the left 
of the true beacon course, and thereby 
lay out a new beacon course which he 

'Again, on a congested radio-served 
airway it becomes possible to reduce 
the hazards of collision between aircraft 
during conditions of poor visibility, by 
so setting the deviometer as to keep the 
aircraft to the right of the equisignal 

A third use suggested for the devi- 
ometer is its aid to a pilot who has de- 
parted from the true course in order to 
avoid a storm area or for other reasons, 
as the instrument may be set to indicate 
a direct course to the next beacon with- 
out getting back on the original beacon 




Washington Airport 
Sues Prominent Men 

WASHINGTON — Washington Air 
Terminals Corp. is suing directors of 
the Federal Aviation Corp. for $1,000.- 
000 for alleged damages and is request- 
ing that the defendants be compelled to 
buy shares of the company for $2,000.- 
000. It is asserted that in March. 1929. 
those named were stockholders in the 
United States Air Transport which 
operated a daily passenger service be- 
tween Washington and New York and 
operated a school at Washington. It 
was agreed by some of the defendants, 
it is asserted, to form the Washington 
Air Terminals Corp. and buy 200,000 
shares of stock for $10 a share. Hamble- 
ton & Company, it is charged, was to 
finance the proposition. The agree- 
ment was never carried out, it is said. 

The defendants are: 

Hambleton & Co. of Washington ; 
Federal Aviation Corp., New York 
City ; Safe Deposit and Trust Company, 
Baltimore: Thomas Hambleton, Balti- 
more: David K. E. Bruce, New York 
City ; Richard K. Mellon, Pittsburgh ; 
William H. Vanderbilt, New York City ; 
Cornelius Vanderbilt Whitney. New 
York City: Anthony H. G. Fokker, 
Hasbrouck Heights, N. J.; Brooks Par- 
ker of Philadelphia: George S. Frank- 
lin. New York City and Merian C. 
Cooper, New York City. 


Tulsa Clears 7,779 Persons 

TULSA — Tulsa Municipal Airport offi- 
cials report that a total of 7,779 persons 
flew to and from the field during Sep- 
tember. The port's log for the month 
showed that 1.650 planes were checked 
in and out. The September figure is a 
drop of slightly more than 2,000 persons 
under the August total. 


Port Columbus Traffic High 

COLUMBUS — A total of 1,241 planes 
arrived at Port Columbus during the 
first 9 mo. of this year; 1,177 planes 
have taken off; 5,046 passengers have 
arrived, and 5,574 have departed. 


Airways 


Continental Airways, Inc., operating 
daily passenger service connecting Chi- 
cago, Dayton and Columbus, reports 
that during the first 3 mo. of operation 
178 out of 181 trips were completed on 
schedule, and there were only 16 min. 
terminal delay over the entire 3 mo. 

Charles Haas, N.A.T. pilot, made a 
new record for the 420-mi. trip be- 
tween Cleveland and New York on 
October 19, when he flew the route 
eastward from Cleveland in 2 hr. 43 
min. He had a 1.150-lb. load. The 
previous record was made by Dean 
Smith on September 27 with a load of 
1.300 lb. 

Inauguration of the first government 
air mail at Washington, D. C., Sept. 23, 
1911. was re-enacted at Tucson, Ariz., 
October 15. when Frank Hitchcock, for- 
mer postmaster general, handed the first 
parcel of Tucson air mail to Earle 
Ovington, the government's first mail 
pilot, on the occasion of the arrival of 
the first mail plane of the southern trans- 
continental route at that city. 

Voters at Alameda. Calif., arc being 
urged to approve in November elections 
the proposed transfer by the city to 
the Federal government of the 1,108- 
acre site for the proposed Pacific Coast 
Army air base and supply depot. Con- 
struction. for which $743,000 is avail- 
able, will start as soon as the transfer 
is approved. 

New regulations at Oakland made it 
mandatory that planes used for student 
instruction at the Oakland Municipal 
Airport must be hangared at the field. 
Transport planes landing at the port 
but not based there must pay the charge 
of $1 per passenger. 

Portable garages to be leased at $6 
per year arc being installed at Oakland. 

An additional appropriation of $1,262 
has been asked by Major William F. 
Centner, manager, for operation of Port 
Columbus for the balance of the year. 

Dayton. Ohio, is reported to be par- 
ticularly offended because of its omission 
front the central transcontinental air 

Support of the program for the estab- 
lishment of intermediate or emergency 
landing fields throughout the state of 
Florida has been publicly pledged by 
Governor Carlton. The aviation bureau 
of the State Chamber of Commerce was 
directed to secure locations, obtain 
rights of way and other preliminaries for 
submission at the coming biennial ses- 
sion of the Florida legislature. 

Fifteen radio sets have been ordered 
by the Southern Air Transport for use 
on its new transcontinental service. 

Orders have been issued for the demo- 
lition of the Naval Reserve Aviation 
Base at Rockaway Beach, N. Y. This 
was one of the most important naval 
aviation bases during the war. 


Japanese Aviation 
Activities Outlined 


Government and Civilian 
Departments Now Expanding 


i Japan is governed by 


consisling of eight planes in active serv- 
ice and eight reserve machines. This 
is a total of about 208 machines. The 
fleet has been distributed roughly as 
follows: With the main fleet of ten 
ships, twenty planes; with the 29 cruis- 
ers, 58 planes ; and with aircraft carriers 


jre equipped \ 





As a result of the recent London con- 
ference a plan is on foot to increase the 
strength of the Japanese air services. It 
is proposed that the naval air corps be 
increased by sixteen squadrons to make 
the total number 33}; that the number 
of airplanes be increased ; and that a re- 
search and manufacturing factory be 
built. The number of airships would be 
increased and improvements would be 
made to the aircraft carriers. It is un- 
certain what attitude the general gov- 
ernment will take on this plan, however, 
and it is entirely possible that it will 




England Has Glider Magazine 

LONDON— Following the revival this 
season of interest in gliding and soaring 
in this country, a publication known as 
the Sail Plane and Glider is being issued 
weekly by the publishers of the well 
known English aeronautical weekly 
Aeroplane. It covers news of gliding 
throughout Great Britain and in its 


8 
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s abroad 


duty f 


period of 5 yr. 

Passenger travel between London and 
Paris has increased from 716 in 1919 to 
22,346 in 1929, according to recent 

The Junkers G-38 — carrying two 
pilots, eight mechanics and two pas- 
sengers — began a tour of Europe on 
October 4 which will include Prague, 
Vienna, Budapest, Belgrade, Bucharest, 
Constantinople, Athens and Rome. 

Aero-Club de France has just estab- 
lished a touring station at the Orly 
airport as part of its program for en- 
couraging touring by air. The facilities 
include special hangar space. 

Inauguration of a passenger and mail 
service between Tampico and Nuevo 
Laredo, on the Texas border, has been 
postponed for an indefinite period by 
Corporacion A J - — 


planes for this 


of 


English Company 
Turns to Civil Craft 


Supermarine-V ickers Builds 
New Models for Commerce 
LONDON — The Supermarine- Vickers 
the production of aircraft lor the com- 

monoplane to carry twelve passengers 
has just been completed; a big flying 
boat, in which is incorporated the re- 
sults of long experience with military 
craft, is nearly finished; the Vellore 
freight-carrier is being made suitable 

a later type of flying boat known as the 
Mark X has been produced ; and, finally, 
the firm is constructing a giant all-metal 
flying boat larger than any similar air- 

The new passenger machine, named 
the Viastra. has a large single wing 
which is not tapered or rounded off, and 
a tail unit of the biplane type. It is 
fitted with three Lynx engines, but may 
be powered with one or two Jupiter 
engines. An order for three of these 

by West Australian Airways. Two of 
them are to be twin-engined and one is 



Isotta Fraschini Tested 1,000 Hr. 

MILAN— A standard Asso 500 Isotta 
Fraschini engine completed a 1,000-hr. 
endurance test on July 26, under the 
supervision and control of the Experi- 
mental Department of the Italian Air 
Ministry. Throughout the trial the 
output was above 500 hp. 
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Kingsford-Smith Sets 
Record in Flight Home 


PORT DARWIN (austi 


IA)-Wh 
• :d-Smi 


: Kings 

landed here at 2 p.m. (local time) Octo- 
ber 19 after a flight of nine days 23 hr. 

he took off °at 5^0 am. time )Zn 
October 9. This flight bettered by five 
days, 13 hr. the record made by Bert 
Hinkler of fifteen days 12 hr. 30 min. 
in February, 1928. 

The England-India-Austraiia route 
has been a favorite race course for Brit- 
ish pilots and the record for the out- 

tralia washed by^Hinklf/almost three 

England was made by Kingsford-Smith 
in his Southern Cross last spring. 

Kingsford-Smith’s recent flight de- 
veloped into a race with Lieut. C. W. 


he was one dav ahead of Hinkler’s 
Kingsford-Smith used a sport 
> Avian fitted with a Gypsy II en- 
Hinkler also used an Avian but 


Italian Atlantic Plan Progresses 

ROME— Press reports recently have 
stated that the long planned for trans- 
Atlantic flight of a squadron of Italian 
planes would be undertaken some time 
in December. The Savoia-Marchetti 
S-55’s powered with Isotta-Fraschini 
engines are to be flown first to Brazil 
and then to the United States. The 

possible. 


American Planes Reach Peru 

LIMA — Four Vought Corsairs have 
arrived at Callao from the United States. 
They were taken to the military field 
at Las Palmas and assembled. They will 
be assigned to an observation squadron. 
A Stinson-Detroiter also has arrived for 
the Faucett Aviation Co. It is fitted 
with a Wasp. 


Russians Building Metal Planes 

MOSCOW— Soviet civil aviation is 
using all-metal planes of Russian con- 
struction. They arc designated as the 
Ant-9 and are powered with Wright 
Whirlwinds of 300 hp. each. A new 

K^has* been" constructed "bv the 3 engi- 
neer Kalinin. It is powered with a 
480-hp. engine and is now undergoing 
test flights. It is proposed to dispatch 
it on a 4,650-mi. flight ; it will be pow- 
ered with either a Jupiter or a Hornet. 


Short Brothers Test 
Two New Machines 



reputed to have a cruising speed of 
about 120 m.pji. 


Aeropostale Speeds Up Mail 

PARIS— Through close co-operation be- 
tween Compagnie Generale Aeropostale, 
the Chilean National Airways and the 

possible for air mail to reach points 
in Chile from Europe in 8} days and 
points in Bolivia and Peru in 11 days. 
For instance, the air mail which left 
Toulouse, France, on September 21, 



Develop Lines 
Into the Far East 

French to Add Service 
To Those of Dutch and British 

THE HAGUE — From January on 
there will be three air routes between 
Europe and the Far East. At present 
Imperial Airways is flying mail between 
London and Karachi and K.L.M.. the 
Dutch line, started its first regular air 
service to Batavia on September. The 
French company Air Orient, subsidized 
by the French government, will in- 
augurate next January a fortnightly air 
mail service between Calcutta and 
Saigon via Rangoon. The Air Orient 
company operates at present between 
Marseille and Bagdad and this will be 
extended to Karachi. 

The three air routes will be : 



The French Line will use C.A.M.S.53 
flying boats fitted with two Hispano 
Suiza engines of 600 hp. each in tan- 
dem. A hangar and ramp will be con- 
structed at the Ishapore terminus at 
Calcutta. 

In anticipation of the regular service, 
several experimental flights are being 
made between Saigon and Calcutta. It 
is understood that it is the purpose of 
the French company to extend this serv- 
ice to China and Japan at a later date. 
In both countries France has great com- 
mercial interests. 


Lord Amulree Succeeds Thomson 

LONDON — Lord Amulree has been ap- 
pointed Air Minister in the Labor gov- 
ernment to succeed the late Lord Thom- 
son who was lost in the R-101 disaster. 
Although he has had practically no aero- 


created the. first Bart 


English to Display Craft 


LONDON— An 


Vickers Vellore and the De Havilland 
Puss Moth. The military display will 
include some of the evolutions staged 

Hendon this year. 
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USED PLANE DEPARTMENT 


We have for sale the following used planes which have been at 
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Nam, and Model Capacity Engine Hoar, Location Price 

Waco Taper Wing 3 Place Wright J-5 250 Chicago $5000.00 

Cessna BW5 4 Place Wrigh.J-5 250 New Castle, Del. 3500.00 
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Professional Directory Division 


Do you know that . . . 

each month our subscription depart- 
ment receives more than 150 requests 
for “Back” issues of AVIATION? 

* 

If we printed extra copies of our 
monthly issues, we would be glad to 
comply with these requests, but un- 
fortunately we have no way of knowing 
in advance just how many of our news- 
stand readers will “miss” an issue. 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

Bui We Do Know — that each of 
these requests indicates a reader has 
“missed” just the issue he could make 
valued use of. 


Insure your receiving 
AVIATION regularly by filling in the 
coupon below, today. 
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CONFIDENCE 


OF PILOT AND PASSENGER 


IS HELD BY THESE PLANES! 


Curtiss -Wright dealers have ships to 
suit all prospects, for Curtiss-Wright 
builds a plane for every pilot and pas- 
senger, for every purpose and purse. 

And every ship in its wide, well- 
balanced line — sport ships, sedans, 
trainers, transports and fighters — 
possesses a reputation and career it 
has won itself. 

But behind the great names of Moth, 
Travel Air, Curtiss, and Keystone- 
Loening stands the first and foremost 
of all Flying names — the name of 
Curtiss-Wright ! 

This union of names and careers wins 
the confidence of pilots and passen- 


gers in the ships of Curtiss-Wright. 
For Curtiss-Wright, and the ships 
it builds, have always led in com- 
merce across the skies. 

And by performance these planes 
have won their good names. For from 
tiny Moth sport to giant Condor 
transport each Curtiss-Wright ship 
has led its class in tests of speed, 
distance, endurance! 

To the public Curtiss-Wright means 
dependable flying. To pilots it means 
stamina and service. And to the dis- 
tributor, building a business on the 
confidence of his customers, Curtiss- 
Wright is a name he can depend on, 
a name that will help him grow! 


CURTISS-WRIGHT 
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27 WEST 57th STREET ■ NEW YORK 




